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INDIA First Synod of the Church of South India 


The first Synod of the new Church of South India, inaugurated at Madras 
last September (see E.P.S. No. 36, 1947) held its first meeting in Madura, 5-19 
March 1948, With the election of officers, the provisional government was brought 
to an end and the permanent administration of the new Church started, 


Though a majority of the delegates are Indians, with a scattering of 
British and Americans, an Englishman, the Rt.Rev. Michael Hollis, was chosen 
Modcrator, top post in the new organisation, which united anglican, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Reformed and Congregational elements, Rev. G.V. Job was elected 
Secretary and Rev. John S.M, Hooper, secretary of the provisional government just 
ended, treasurer. : 


The first Synod of the united Church of South India has voted to extend 
invitations to other Churches of the area to negotiate during this year with a 
view to a widening of the union. The invitation will go to all Churches affiliat- 
ed with Christian Councils. 


The tragic events of recent months in India have made plain that the 
problems of Indian independence and of the world "demand a solution more radical 
than anything which can be done in the purely political sphere", the Synod declar- 
ed in a lengthy statement on evangelism. The declaration was made as the Synod 
called on all of the new dioceses to consider what evangelistic work can be done 
today in India and "to decide how such work might be begun immediately, with the 
cooperation of pastorates and Christian institutions". 


The future of mission activity in India lies in the use of the Ashram, the 
Indian-style cell in which people live, work and worship together. In the immediate 
years to come, the Christian evangelist to Hindu India should more and more adopt 
the underlying principle of the Ashram strategy in planning his campaign. The 
work of the Church in India is hompered for two main reasons; it gives an im- 
pression of being foreign in org2nisation and control, and it savours too much of 
professionalism in the sense that it is being manned by workers who are paid.! 


fo Digitized by the Internet Archive — | 
in 2024 
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“Hatred, suspicion, injustice, corruption can only be overcome by the 
discovery of new spiritual resources!!, the resolution said, "The services which 
Christians have rendered and are rendering have won the recognition of many among 
the leaders and the people of India. God challenges the Church today to commend 
in act and in word His Gospel of universal redemption, the redeeming love of God 
in Christ which is for the healing of the nations, The resolution said that the 
arrival of Indian independence has freed Christianity of "certain suspicions and 
misunderstandings which hampered its work" and "given an unparalleled opportunity". 


The Synod also approved a report of its liturgy committee calling for 
preparation of "alternative Indian lyrical forms for praise and prayer", 


In reference to the policy of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, which means that certain missionaries and pastors belonging to the new 
Church would ‘no longer receive support from the Society the Synod resolved that 
"the Rt. Rev. A.B, Elliott, Bishop of Dornakal, is to go to Calcutta, seat of the 
Anglican metropolitan, to deal with a certain very marked situation," 


Finally, the Synod was challenged to give women a bigger place in its 
leadership. | BaP.S.Geneva 


Care for Refugees 


The recently published report of the sub-Commission upon Confessional Pro- 
vision presented to the annual meeting of the World Council of Churches Refugee 
Commission held in Paris last February (see E.P.S. No. 9) was unanimously adopted. 


The report shows that the refugees could be divided into three classes, 
namely: 1) those who have settled in a new country permanently; 2) homeless 
people who have not yet found a place of settlement; 3) those who are staying in 
a new country for a period of years due to contracts of labour, 


It is recognised that receiving countries desire their settlers to adopt 
their new country whole-heartedly, and to enter fully into its life and culture. 
This does not mean that they are expected to lose all interest in their country of 
origin, in its habits, culture, language, literature and traditions; but these 
should not be a centre of nationalistic ambition. In this change-over from one 
citizenship to another, a reasonable period of assimilation must be allowed, and 
steps taken during it for the rehabilitation of the emigrant in his new surround- 
ings. No receiving country desires cells of immigrants to remain permanently de- 
tached from their new life, or to act at the command of the goverrment of the 
country of their origin. 


Subject to these understandings, which are not the primary responsibility 
of the Churches, these principles are set down for the guidance of the officers 
of the Commission in dealing with all three of the above classes of refugees. 

a) The governing consideration is that each refugee has a right to de- 
termine to which Church he wishes to belong; 

b) While the concern for refugees rests upon all the Churches, the direct 


xasponsibility for theix care lies with the Churches of the countries of reception; 
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c) The responsibility for helping in the spiritual after care of these 
groups in any country should be borne and shared by all Churches in that country 
collaborating in ecumenical work; 

d) It should be a primary charge to the leaders of this work to ensure 
that, whenever practicable, local or parish care should be of and by the confes- 
sion to which the refugees adhere; it is recognised, however, that as resettlement 
spreads new settlers over the coumtry, provision c) above will not always be 
possible of application, since the denominations concerned may not be represented 
in all the regions to which immigrants are sent. In such cases it is assumed that 
congregations, whatsoever confession they belong to, will welcome these strm gers 
into the fellowship of Christ Jesus with every sympathy for and understanding of 
variances of creed and practice, 

e) It is suggested that each Church which feels concern.for the problem 
of refugees coming into their country should form a Committee or -ageney to deal 
with them, and that a coordinating body be created to avoid overlapping to sectire 
the maximum results of the work, and to study the common problems; 

f) It is recognised that while religious liberty involves permission to 
those who desire it, and can do so, to set up non-indigenous Churches in a country 
of reception, it is not desirable that new Churches be permanently established 
when only a temporary situation has to be met. If aid from abroad is available 
it ought to be given un such a way and in such amounts as will lead to self-support 
within a short period of years. f.P.S. Geneva 

\ 


Death of Professor Nicolas A, Berdiaeff 


On March 23, Professor Nicolas A, Berdiaeff died in Paris, while working 
at his desk, This well-known Christian thinker - Berdiaeff was originally a 
Marxist and then became a Christian - was called away in the very midst of his in- 
cessant literary work; he died "in harness", He described himself as a Christ- 
ian philosopher, though he was well versed in theology, and owing to his universal 
appeal, and his outspoken Christian conscience, a friend and promoter of the 
ecumenical movement. The reunion of the Churches, which Berdiaeff approved as a 
true member of the Russian Urthodox Church, was to him a matter of great concern 
which corresponded with his deepest spiritual aims. Why? Because to Berdiaeff 
the world was not a completed whole, but was in a continual state of transformation 
and hence the Ghurches as the bearers of Christian truth were also constantly 
moving on the way towerds mutual encounter and ultimate union, 


Berdiaeff expressed his support of the effort towards ecumenism, - as an 
expression of this movement in the truth of Christ's Church, - in a paper which he 
recently sent to the World Council. His paper ends in the assurance that "the 
Light of Christian truth will overcome the disorder and chaos of the world'!, This 
light of Christian faith, which hopes for a transfiguration of the world, "is a new 
descent of the Holy Spirit" (according to Berdiaeff), It does not mean Na passive 
attitude on the part of men, but a growing spiritual activity, even a divine~human 
activity". This final sentence swns up his whole philosophy, expressed in numerous 
books, and articles in many languages, and also his belief in the world Church. 

In Professor Berdiaeff the ecumenical movement loses a cooperator of 
personality always had a stimulating and creative 


great understanding, whose strong 
EP.S. Geneva 


Znfluence. 
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FRANCE News of the C.I.M.A.D.E, 


Ever since C.1.M.A.D.E. (Comité Inter-Mouvements auprés des Evacués) was 
founded in October 1939, it has tried to give material relief and to bring the 
Christian message to war-victims, on an inter-denominational basis, Its centres 
of activity at the present time are as follows; 


1) Refugees.- At present there are 600,000 refugees in France - displac- 
ed persons, Spaniards and refugees from Central and Rastern Europe. A social 
centre in Paris sees 800 to 1,2U0 persons a month and deals with the question of 
their papers, work, emigration, <llocations fran the International Refugee Organ- 
isation. About 200 homes are visited each month, There is a club for these re- 
fugees which arranges friendly muetings for than. 


There are two receiving centres at Biévres and Bellevue (95 beds) which 
take in the most destitute refugees for a few weeks or months, and there they find 
a Christian family-life. A centre for students and apprentices will be opened at 
Sévres in a few weeks. A centre for teaching trades to young Spanish boys has 
been working since January at Chambon-sur-Lignon, 


2) French people who have been victims of misfortunes.- Thirteen centres 
have been organised in 20 barracks given by the World Council of Churches and the 
"Don Suisse, Cimade arranges cultural and educational activities and Bible 
studies for these people, and distributes medical supplies, food and clothes, In 
addition to material help, Cimade tries to help in the spiritual reconstruction of 
the civilian, family and personal life of these people who have lost their homes, 
Groups of converts’ are forming in several places. 


3) Workwenin ports and ship-yards.- Many of these workmen are uprooted: 
Frenchmen, Arabs, foreigners from all sorts of countries who are separated from 
their families and are subject to all the temptations of isolation. Arrangements 
are being made for them to have clubs and a dormitory on barges (at Le Havre). 


4) The free German workers.- They are welcomed in many of the centres, 
where Cimade tries to put them in touch with French people and to offer them some 
kind of social and spiritual background. 


5) French and foreign Jewse- A Bible circle meets once a month with about 
thirty menbers,. | 


6) Legal ané political prisoners.- There are still about 30,000 of these 
in 7 penitentiaries, In some of the model-prisongthe penitential system is being 
reformed, in order to re-educate the prisoners morally and train them for fresh 
work, The Cimade teams are working in these establishments as social assistants, 
teachers or visitors, basing their action on the forgiveness and the love of Jesus 
Christ. 


7) The German students in Mainz in the wmiversity hostels run by Cimade 
(see E.P.S, No. 38, 1947). 
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The characteristics of Cimade are as follows, Its evangelisation work 
takes the form of practical help to people in difficult circumstances; this being 
an essential expression of the Love taught in the Christian message. It is con- 
sidered indispensable that the team-workers should live among the people whom they 
wish to serve, in order to understand them and be understood by them. 


The work is undertaken in teams of two or three young men and girls, who 
live and work together, Their spiritual unity - due to the working of the Holy 
Spirit and not to an easy human agreement - is the first form of their witness. 
"That they may be one, that the world may believett, 


The Cimade teams are inter-denominational and international in character. 
They include 45 Frenchmen, 8 Americans, 8 Swiss, one Canadian, one Swede, one 
Dutchman, one Englishnan, one Russian - members of the Reformed, Lutheran, Presbyt-~ 
erian, Baptist, Anglican and Orthodox Churches, Most of the team-workers meet once 
& year in two camps where, in a community of prayer and study, they plan their 


future work together, KeP.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Abraham Lincoln Friendship Train for Asia and 
Europe 


; Cargoes which filled 210 freight cars of the Abraham Lincoln Friendship 
Train are aboard ships bound for Europe an@ Asia as a gift from the rural chugs 
people of midwest America, 


Collection of the relief supplies, which include wheat, canned meat and 
milk, cereals, beans,. flour, sugar and soya bean oil, was directed by the Christ- 
ian Rural Overseas Programme of Church World Service and Lutheran World Relief, 


The Community Club of Geneva, Nebraska, conceived the idea of this friend- 
ship train as a way of honouring the late President Lincoln, America's Civil War 
executive, The idea spread like a mushroom across the great farming areas. 


About two-thirds of the supplies will be used for church-sponsored relief 
programmes in Finland, Poland, Hungary, Austria, Germany and Czechoslovakia. 
Distribution in Europe will be co-ordinated with the relief programme of the 


Department of Reconstruction of the World Council of Churches. HaPavbés a ueneve: 
GERMANY War Damage to Evangelical Churches 


The Evangelical Press Service of Bethel-Bielefeld (March 23, 1948) reports 
that out of 22,212 church buildings only 12,598 are still undamaged; 5% are slight— 
iy damaged Pigs to 5% of the value of the ies hele 333 are badly damaged and 1683 
completely destroyed, The heaviest losses were sustained by the Landeskirchen in 
Hamburg and Bremen, and those of Westphalia and the Rhineland were also heavily 
damaged, 


The figures given above do not include war damage to buildings belonging 


to the Home sue Foreign Mission nor to the Free Church associations 
HeP.S. Geneva 
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